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PATENT APPLICATION 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 2007 


IN THE 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Inventors): McBride 


Serial No.: 682225 


Examiner: Stephanie Willatt 


Filing Date: B/8/2001 


Group Art Unit: 3754 


Title: TRANSPORTABLE STORAGE WITH AN AUTONOMOUS DISPENSING SYSTEM 


ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington D.C, 20231 

Attention Kevin Shaver 
Facsimile: 703/746-4609 


We received the attached restriction or election requirement mailed October 18, 2002. As you will note 
from the office action, no period was specified to respond to the action, and therefore the response was 
only required to be filed six months after the office action date. As the response was filed on behalf of the 
applicant on December 24, 2002, the filing was within the prescribed period and no extension fees should 
be required. 


FILING 



Respectfully submitted, 
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L APPUCATIONNQ. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVEMTQR 

09/(582,225 08/08/2001 


Dale Richard McBride 


25749 7590 10AR/2002 

MONTXAJ. HUSSELL 

1600 LAJDLEY TOWER- SUITE 1700 

500 LEE STREET 

CHARLESTON, WV 25301 


UNTTgP STATES PEPA IlTtoENT OF COSmiBBCB 

AddrevK COMMreSiai^EE OF PATENTS AND TRATBMAitKS 


[ ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. | 
11909/301 9 fi6 g 


EXAMINER 


WTIXATT, STEPHANIE L 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


3754 

DATE MAILED: lO/lB/2002 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO^OC (Rev. 07-01) 
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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/682,225 


Examiner 
Stephanie L. Willatt 


Applicant(s) 
MCBRIDE, DALE RICHARD 


Art Unit 
3754 


Period for Reply 


communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " 


. MONTH(S) FROM 


Status 


Responsive to communication(s) filed on iTu L tool 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)£| This acton is non-final. 

3>D 2^^ b .!S p,i S atlon 4 °° ndition . for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of Claim? pmCt 06 Under Exparte Quayle ' 1935 CD 453 °- Q - 213 

4) |^t Claim(s) j-V^ is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim($) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim($) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) K) Claim(s) JlZJf-are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing® be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 

1 1) Q The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies i of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 
1K M-i a i 9 ThS trans,ation of tne fore '9 n language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachmsnt(s) 


Notice of References Cited (PTO-692) 

2) □ Notice of DraflspersorTs Patent Drawing Review (PTO-94B) 

3) LJ Information Disclosure Statements) (PTCM449) Paper No(s) 


U.S. Patent end Tradamsrk 6mea 
PTO-32B (Rev. 04*01) 


4) □ Interview Summary (FTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 7 
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Application/Control Number: 09/682,225 p 2 

Art Unit: 3754 96 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Examiner Bui no longer works in art unit 3754. Examiner Willatt is now 
prosecuting this application. Regretfully, a restriction requirement is now deemed 
necessary. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-15 and 20-24, drawn to a storage system, classified in class 222, 
subclass 386.5. 

II. Claim16-19, drawn to method of manufacture and assembly of a storage 
system, classified in class 264, subclass 635. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

3. Inventions of Group I and Group II are related as process of making and product 
made. The inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) 
that the process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product 
or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different 
process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the product as claimed can be made 
by injection molding. 


Received from <> at 3/25/03 5:28:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 


MAR. 25. 2003 5:23PM 


JACKSON & KELLY PLLC 


NO, 112 


P. 6 


Application/Control Number: 09/682,225 


Page 3 


Art Unit: 3754 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group II is not required for Group I, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephanie L. Willatt whose telephone number is 703- 
305-6316. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday (9:00-6:30) and 
every other Friday (9:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Henry Yuen can be reached on 703-308-1946. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-308-7766. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0861. 



slw 

October 15, 2002 



Group 3700 
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